The Coming Civilization
planations, but we will not consider them now.
All that at the moment is necessary is to note that
this is another symptom that something is seriously
wrong with the world.
5. Nations have begun to re-arm, and the threat of war
has become once more uncomfortably real.
This is a symptom which has a close connexion
with the conditions which we have just been men-
tioning. As we shall see presently, it is the inevitable
result of the present economic policy.
There is no need to enter into the controversy as
to whether armament or disarmament is the surer
protection against war. All we need to do is to note
that the hope of making the world sate for humanity,
which we thought we had begun to realize after
1919, is beginning to grow dim. We are back to-day
in a position which in many respects resembles that
of 1914. The world is once more becoming an armed
camp, and not at all the kind of camp which
augurs well for peace. It is arming because it is
afraid, and fear has always been the chief cause of
war. There are several danger-spots in Europe and
Asia, and we do not need to be expert in inter-
national politics to realize where they arc.
A world war would plunge us into chaos. We have
learnt a bitter lesson as to the effects of the last war.
Imagine the upheaval which a second world-war
would cause!
Since 1919 the science of aeroplane craft has
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